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Introduction: NATO RESPONSE FORCE (NRF)

•	 High readiness expeditionary force
•	 Flexible, Deployable & Sustainable
•	 Technologically Advanced & Interoperable
•	 Full Spectrum of Operations
•	 Tailored to specific operations

CATALYST FOR CAPABILITY DEVELOPMENT!
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What is NRF?

•	 NATO’s political – military tool for Crisis Response 
Operations around the world

•	 Air, land and maritime forces provided to NATO by its 
member states 

•	 Approx. 25.000 troops
•	 Commanded by one of the three NATO operational 

HQs (Naples, Lisabon, Brunssum)
•	 Based on rotation: 6 months preparatory period, then, 

6 months in full combat readiness – ready for quick 
deployment 

•	 Deployment readiness: 5-15 days
•	 Leading countries in the training of maritime forces (in 

rotation): Spain, Italy, France and UK
•	 NRF 10 includes forces that will participate in NMS 07
•	 NRF 10:

•	 Preparatory period: July-December 2007
•	 Deployment readiness: January – July 2008
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NRF Missions

•	Non-Combatant Evacuation Operations (NEO)
•	Humanitarian Assistance in a crisis situation, 

involving an NBC incident (contribution to 
consequence management)

•	Crisis Response Operations 
(CRO)

•	Support to counter terrorism  
Operations

•	Peace enforcement operations, 
amphibious operations

•	Embargo operations 
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NATO Response Force – structure

5



Split, Republic of Croatia, 1-12 October 2007

“NOBLE MIDAS 07”

Importance of NMS 07 for Croatia

•	 Croatia: first non-NATO country hosting NMS 07
•	 Croatia is perceived as a reliable partner of the international community
•	 Recognition of our efforts in the process of joining euroatlantic integrations 

•	 Test of efficiency od the Host Nation Support Concept
•	 Immeasurable experince for Croatian participating units and officers assigned to NATO 

HQ 
•	 Adoptation of NATO standards at all levels
•	 Declaration of CRO units into the NRF structure

•	 HNS: contracts with civilian companies
•	 Supports Croatian economy 

•	 Some expenses will be reimbursed through the Warsaw Initiative Fund (USA)
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Exercise General Data

•	 Nickname: NOBLE MIDAS 07 (NMS 07)
•	  Form/Type: LIVEX / MAREX
•	  OSE: COM JFC HQ Naples
•	  OCE: COM CC-Mar HQ Naples
•	  Host Nation: Croatia

•	  Responsible: Croatian Navy	
•	  Dates: 01-12 October 2007
•	  Area: Adriatic Sea – international and Croatian 

territorial waters (middle and south Adriatic), SE 
island of Žirje, naval base Lora, air bases Divulje 
and Zemunik, military ranges Slunj and Crvena 
zemlja, defined air space
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Exercise scenario

•	The exercise will simulate a UN mandated NATO-
led Crisis Response Operation (CRO) beyond 
NATO’s AOR (simulated) under a Chapter VII UN 
Charter.

•	The overall intent is to create an escalating 
crisis that leads to a non-Article V scenario 
under a Chapter VII UN Charter. 

•	The NMS 07 scenario is purely fictious, and has 
no any co-relation with a real world situation. 
It has exclusively been designed for NMS 07, 
and, therefore, it supports the training fo NRF 10 
forces, iaw their assigned missions.
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Exercise aim - NATO

To provide maritime warfare inter-operability 
training in an asymmetric, multi-threat 
environment for the NRF 10 maritime staffs, 
forces and other maritime units from NATO 
and PfP Nations, in order to enable them 
to operate together in the littoral, execute 
NRF assigned missions and facilitate 
COMFRMARFOR’s certification of NRF 10 
CTG/CTU maritime staffs.
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Croatian Armed Forces – objectives

•	Exercising multinational peace support 
joint operations 

•	 Training in NATO and CJTF procedures, 
adopting NRF Concept

•	 Preparation to declare forces into NRF 
•	 Implementation of the inter-ministerial 
Partnership goal (PG): Host Nation 
Support to NATO forces

•	 Implementation of the PGs of the 
participating Croatian units
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Exercise Phases

•	 Force assembly, pre-exercise period: 27 – 30 Sep 
•	 I. Phase – Force Integration Training (FIT): 1 – 6 Oct
•	 II. Phase – Tactical exercise: 7 – 12 Oct
•	 III. Phase

•	 Hot Wash-up: 12 Oct
•	 Re-deployment, First Impression Report: by 21 Oct 2007
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Participating NATO forces

•	 Maritime force (including amphib. ships): 40 ships, 6 submarines (3 SSK, 3 
SSN)

•	  Air force: 29 combat aircraft, 23 He, 9 MPA and EW aircraft 

•	  Land Force: marines from Amphibious Task Group 
•	  Italian, American, Turkish, Greek and Spanish marines – around 800 

troops
•	  SOF: approx. 50 troops

 Participants: 12 NATO countries, NATO commands, HQs, agencies, SNMG forces 

IN TOTAL: approx. 8.000 troops
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Naval Units

•	 2 aircraft carriers
•	 3 destroyers
•	 12 frigates
•	 1 corvette
•	 8 amphibious ships
•	 6 MCM ships
•	 6 logistic ships
•	 1 command ship
•	 1 hydrographic ship
•	 6 submarines 
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Participating NATO nations (12)

•	 Bulgaria
•	 France
•	 Germany
•	 Greece
•	 Italy
•	 Nederlands
•	 Norway
•	 Romania
•	 Spain
•	 Turkey
•	 United Kingdom
•	 United States

•	 Canada and Albania participate as observers
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Participating NATO Commands, HQs, Organisations

•	 CC-Mar Naples
•	 JFC HQ Naples
•	 CAOC 7 – Larissa
•	 STRIKEFORNATO
•	 CC Air HQ Izmir - ACC Response Cell 
•	 COMSUBSOUTH 
•	 EW Units
•	 NRDC-TU - LCC Response Cell
•	 SNMG (Frigates, MCM units)
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Stationing of NATO naval units

27 Sep – 1 Oct 2007

Split (29 units)

•	  NB Lora: 14 ships, 3 submarines
•	  North Port: 1 (“Tonnerre”)
•	  Anchorage: 14 ships

Rijeka/Bakar
•	  6 ships

Dubrovnik 
•	  2 ships

•	  Remark: 3 NL ships will be stationed in Venice, 3 SSN in international waters  
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Environmental issues 

•	 Environmental protection: top priority
•	  Defined by the Technical Arrangement 

•	  NATO will strictly follow Croatian regulations related to 
environmental protection

•	  Croatian authorities will  monitor and control implementation of 
environmental regulations

•	  Aim: avoid pollution and environmental accidents 
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Croatian Naval Participating 
Units

10 ships
•	  2 “Kralj” class FPBs
•	  2 PBs
•	  2 Landing Crafts
•	  1 Minelayer
•	  1 Rescue Ship
•	  1 Minehunter
•	  1 Harbour Tug

Other Naval Units
•	  3-4 MCM divers
•	  2 Mobile Coastal Missile
       Launchers
•	   Maritime Medical Instit.

In total: around 250 troops
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Other Croatian Participating Units

•	 Air Force 
•	  3 MiG-21BIS, 4 He Mi-8 MTV1   
       4 PC-9

•	  Army: 
•	  1 Infantry Coy

•	  SOF:
•	  1 Team of naval special forces

Total number from all services: approx. 450 
troops

19



Split, Republic of Croatia, 1-12 October 2007

“NOBLE MIDAS 07”

Visit to Training Day

•	 Date: 5 Oct
•	  Expected high-level visitors: President, Prime Minister, Chairman of Parliament, 

Minister of Defence, other ministers, CHOD, Croatian generals & admirals, NATO & SN 
representatives, journalists

•	  A.M. Programme – Split: briefing on board NRF 10 command ship “Tonnerre”
•	  P.M. Programme – military range Slunj
•	  General agreement with France and NATO achieved
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Host Nation Support (HNS)

•	 SOR: 985 requests for HNS
•	  Logistic support 

•	  Reception and staging of forces
•	  Fuel, food, transport…

•	  Force Protection
•	  Medical Support
•	  Customs, VAT exemption
•	  Use of military infrastructure and facilities
•	  Croatian augmentees for DISTAFF
•	  Other support, iaw the SOR and Technical Arrangement  
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Financial Aspects

•	 NATO and SNs pay incurred expenses
•	  Details defined by the Technical Arrangement

•	  Free of charge: Force Protection
•	  Cost of participation of Croatian units: approx. 7,5 mil. kn

•	  Long-term investments: infrastructure, equipment, etc.
•	  Partial reimbursement through the WIF
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Inter-ministerial Co-operation

•	 Ministry of Defence
•	  Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European Integration
•	  Ministry of Interior
•	  Ministry of Sea, Tourism, Transport and Development
•	  Ministry of Finance
•	  Ministry of Health
•	  Ministry of Environment
•	  Croatian Air Control Agency 
•	  Croatian Hydrographic Institute
•	  Department for Nuclear Security

23



Split, Republic of Croatia, 1-12 October 2007

“NOBLE MIDAS 07”

Conclusions

•	 NMS 07: Largest military exercise held in Croatia ever since 
•	 Important for entire state
•	 Croatia recognized as reliable partner 
•	 One of the last tests before invitation for NATO membership 
•	 Strict control of the environmental protection 
•	 Continous PR activities
•	 Croatian Armed Forces ready for NMS 07 
•	 Inter-ministerial co-operation: HNS,  adopting NATO standards at all levels
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